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artha.14.is a fosterkid.
Socialworkersmoved
Marthaintoher new
home afterher father died and
her mother'snew husband
abusedher.There are now six
kids in her family-two
biologicalchildren,one
adopteddaughter,one cousin,
and two fosterkids, including
herself.
BecauseMartha is next to
the oldest,she helps out a lot at
home.Shegetsup at 5:30a.m.
to packlunchesand get the
youngerkids readyfor school.
Havingsuch an assortmentof
family membersis a challenge.
'You
have to get along with
everyone,"saysMartha.
Sherealizesher family is a
far cry from the Cleaverson
those Ni,ckat Nile reruns of
LeaueIt To Beauer,but she
'The
doesn'tcare.
best thing is
not havingto comehome and
be afraid,"saysMartha. "And
wheneversomebody
,
needssomeone.
'I they're alwaysthere."
'.t
Is Martha's family
normal?Is yours?
Living with both parents
\Mhenasked,most kids saya
normal family consistsof a
',:' mother. father. and two children.
But most Americanfamilies
aren'tlike that.Accordingto a
.T
national survey,fewer than half
*
.i
the kids in the United Stateslive
with both their natural parents.
But 1l-year-oldGabrielledoes.
She lives with her father. mother.
and youngersisterin a two-story
houseon a quiet street.Her dad
readsto her and her mom helps
her with homework.Still, not
everything is perfect. Both of
Gabrielle'sparentswork at demandingjobs and often come
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Gina(left)was 18,and a high-school
senior,when her motherdied.Legally,
she and her sister,Fernanda,16,were
old enoughto live on their own.Gustavo,their S-year-oldlittle brother,
wasn't.Who would take careof him?

home feeling tired and cranky.
"It would be better if people
weren't alwaysstressedout at
the end of the day,"says
Gabrielle."Then they wouldn't
get upsetover little things."

The kids'fatherhad desertedthe
family.And sincethey'donly recently
movedto Americafrom the Dominican Republic,they had no relatives
here.Ratherthan returnthereto live
with an aunt,Ginamadea brave
choice.She becameGustavo'slegal
guardian.Thatway they could all
stay in school.
"Ginacooksfor me,"says Gustavo."l show her my homeworkand
she tells me if it's good."
But all threemiss their mother.
And althoughwelfaregivesthem
money,they can't afford a car. Plus,
Ginaworks hard."l don't havetime
for friends,"she says.
So things are tough sometimes.
n'We're
doing our best,"says Gina.
"And faith in God helpsa lot."

Successfulstepfamiliesdon't
happenovernight.It can take
yearsbeforepeopleaccepteach
other and grow close.

Livingwith singleparents
Living with stepparents
Most kids look forward to the
weekend.ButAlex, 11,often
feelsuncomfortablewhen Friday
rolls around.His parentsare divorcedand he liveswith his
mother and stepfather.But
every other weekendhe visits
his real dad.'That's the hardest
part," he says,"becauseI don't
like spendingthe night away
from my mom."
Eron.also11.doesn'tknow
where her real father is. But she
has anotherkind of problemnot knowing what to call her
stepfather."He tells me I can call
him Dad," she says,"but I don't.
It makes me feel funny."
Experts say that's natural.

Of course,not all divorcedparents marry again.Cody,who is 9,
sayshis mom stayedsingle.
When his parentssplit up, Cody
and his sisterstayedwith their
mom and their father moved to a
different state."I didn't know if
I'd ever seehim again,"says
Cody."But I do, so it's okay."
There are 20 million American
children who live with only one
parent. (That's almost one out of
every three kids!) Without both
Mom and Dad to help make ends
meet, these single-parentfamilies can sometimeshavetrouble
paying their bills. It can also feel
as if there isn't enoughof the
busy, single parent to go around
amongthe kids.

o

Living with grandparents
Every year,Katie, 12,clreadsall
the excitementsurrouncling
Mother's Day anclFather'sDay.
"It bothersme becauseI'm not
with rny parents,"she explains.
Katie'sfather is in jail anclher
mother took off, leavingKatie
behincl.Katie liveswitl'rher
"I'm lovecla lot,"
grandparents.
"But
she says.
it rlakes rre macl
that I can'thavea nomral
family."
In the UniteclStates,almost
one out of everytwc'ntychilclren
is raiseclby granclltzrrents.
So it's
actuallyprettycomlron.Ilr-rtit is
clifferent.
For onething,granclltarc'nts
are olclerthan parents-ltits
olcler!'l-hey
mzryhaveless
energyanclsufferfrornphysical
"My .q-ranch.na
clisabilities.
has
baclknec's,"saysKatic',"zurdshe
getstired walking."So Katic's
auuttal<esher to "c'nergetic"
plerces,
like the waterparh.
Itetiredgrauclparel-rts
o[ten
live on zrfixeclincume,which
lrealls their inconrr.won't
increaseevc'nthoughlhey'rc'
supportingmorc'peoprle.
So
there ruaynot be l'noneyto ltr,ry
trenclyckrthesor eatat lllaces
like McDonzrlcl's.
So what is normal?
!\hen it comestti fanrilies,
there'sno "ouesizcfits all."
Iivery familyis different,just
like the peoplewho live in thern.
So clon'tworry if yor"rrfarnily
cloesn'tlook like tlie one next
door.Or the oneson Nichat
Nite.The mostimportantthing
aboutfamiliesis that they love
and supporteachother.
And remember.the Bible
says,"We are the chilclrenof
God" (Rornans
8:16,I(f$. That's
the very bestfarnilyof all!
Gl
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Kimberly,9,sleeps on the
floor in the living room of her
mother's friend's house. She
stores her clothes in a plastic
crate. And she only has one
toy, which she and her sister
share.
Kimberly'sfamily is homeless.
For a while, they lived in a
shelter. Pets weren't
allowed,so Kimberly had to
give away her dog. "l cried,"
she says."l miss Max."
A s m a n ya s 1 . 2m i l l i o n
American children are homeless. In many cases,their
parents simply can't get good
jobs. "My mom works at a
store and my dad fixes stuff,"
says Kimberly.Theystill don't
earn enough to pay the rent.
Other times, it's because
their parents abuse drugs or
alcohol.And some families
are torn by violence.When a
battered woman runs away
with her kids, she often has
nowhere to go.
"We're always moving,"
says Kimberly."l have to
leave my friends and make
new ones."
But school helps. Kimberly
attends T.J. Pappas School
for HomelessChildren,in
Phoenix,Arizona.She can
take a shower, get clean
clothes, and pick up a box of
donated food. "l eat better
there," she says. "lt's fun."
You can check out the
school's Web site at
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At 7:45eachmorning,T.J.Pappas
schoolhuses
pickup 750pupilsIo begintheschoolday.But
the students
because
whoattendtheschoolare
homeless,
thesebusesmakesomeunusual
stops-tromlocal shelters
to the sideof lhe
highway.

At T.J.Pappas,students
can selecl
cleanouttitsto wearlron amongracks
ot donated
clothes.
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A medicalcliniconthe T.J.PappasSchool
campusis statfedby doctorswhovolunteer
getthe
theirtimeto helphomeless
students
medicalattention
theyneed.Problems
such
aslice andaslhmaarecommonly
treatedby
nurses
likeEileenSmiih,above.

Theendof theschooldaycanbe a wild time
at T.J.PappasSchool!Becausehomeless
tamiliesmoveso oflen, sludentsmay be
directedI0 takea differentbusthanthe one
theyrodein onthatmorning.
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How do kids from "normal"familiesturn out?Takea look!
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Running
backWarrick
Dunn,of the
TampaBay
Bucs,was
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Author Laura lngalls
Wilder grew up with
her parents,"Ma and
Pa,"three sisters, and

one brother.Together,
the family faced many hardships-Laura spent most of
her childhood travelingfrom
place to place in a covered
wagon.The stories of her
family's pioneer days are told

raised by a
s i n g l em o m .
"My mom
was my
hero," says
Warrick.

in her Little House on the
Prairie books.

aw
DaveThomas,founder of
Wendy's Restaurants,was
raised by his adoptive father.
His real mother gave him up for
adoption when he was born and
his adoptive mother died when
he was only 5 years old. He also
spent a lot of time with his
adoptive grandma."Dad taught
me about honest labor," recalls
Dave,"and Grandma showed
me moral values and faith."
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Static tr
byBeuerlyPatt
Many families don't talk to each
other much, while others talk a
lot but only about day-to-day
stuff fike What's for dinner?
and ls your homework done?
To get past this totally boring
small talk, try creatinga
"Conversation Station." Just
decorate a small jar or box and
fill it with questions sure to
launch conversations other
than "What-l-Did-at-
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Kenny Lofton,
of the Cleveland
Indians,was
raised by his
grandmother.
"We were very
poor," he says.
"l wanted a lot
of things, but
we couldn't afford them."
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can be an animal.What kind would
you be? Imagine you can meet a
celebrity.Who would you want to
meet?)
. Feefings (Tell about a time you
felt sad.Tell about a time you felt
angry. Or, What do you do when

you're lonely? What do you do
when you're bored?)
Then at dinner (or any other
time your family is all together),
take turns picking questions
from the jar. Be prepared!You'll
be surprised how much you
learn about these close-at-hand
people you thought you knew
everythingabout!
(Talicor, 1-800-433-GAM E,
makes a great, inexpensive version of this called "The Ungame
for Families." Call or visit their
Web site at
to find out how/where to get

you're mad? What do you do when

your hands on it.)

(snore).
SchoolA/\/ork-Today"
When you make up your
questions,try zooming in on:
. Favorites (What is your favorite
book? What is your favorite
dessert? What is your favorite
Bible verse? Why?)
. Fantasy (lmagine you can fly.
What would you do? Imagine you
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